Parent’s Council Meeting Minutes
October 8, 2008

Attendees:  Debra Ryan, Carrie Bowman, Chae Hee Porubcin, Stacy Chambers, Kamala Reddy, Vicki Wallace, Gillian Lederman, Katie Franks, Tina Eckhardt, Kim Kietzman, Uche Mbakwe, Bindu Alla, Dora Gullickson, Penny McAfee-Hamby, Valerie Koster, Kathleen Maltarich, Rick St. Laurent, Anne Goodman, Kathy Brindle, Beth Heaney (apologies for any omissions!)

· Anne Goodman opened the meeting.  The September meeting minutes were approved.

· Carrie Bowman discussed the financial report and explained that most of the activity in September was due to Magazine Drive, which has not been paid out yet.  The special Summer Science Project is complete.  Parent’s Council spent $2066.27 as a special project to fund Science Department wish lists over the summer.  Carrie briefly discussed the Spirit Wear line items and reminded everyone that Ann Petre is the contact person to order Rivermont Wear.  Teachers’ fall funding requests are due on Friday, October 10.
· Tina Eckhardt spoke about the Annual Fund drive.  Last year, 100% or trustees and faculty/staff gave to the Annual Fund.  Parents came in last year at 51%, which is the highest in recent years.  Tina explained that the Annual Fund provides extras not covered by tuition.  The Annual Fund is for funding this year, 2008-2009, not for budgeting in the future.  10-15% of the school’s annual budget is from annual giving.  The theme for the Annual Fund drive this year is “Different Faces, Same Dream”.  Parent’s Council is involved in the Annual Fund drive simply to get parent participation numbers to increase.  It doesn’t matter what dollar amount is given to the Annual Fund, as long as every parent participates and can give what they can afford to.  Outside agency and grant providers look at internal support participation numbers when deciding on funding requests.  Tina asked for help and suggestion in getting the parent participation numbers to increase for this year.  
· Uche Mbakwe brought up a concern regarding the science and technology department curriculum.  He is concerned that when a potential new family comes to visit Rivermont, that people are not able to see what Rivermont has to offer—especially in the sciences and math.  Tina Eckhardt and Rick St. Laurent both stated that the two things we need to concentrate on are increasing enrollment and getting more money from the Annual Fund to maintain and grow our curriculum.

· Katie Franks spoke about the Book Fair, which is the next fundraiser, scheduled October 21-24.  Katie Franks, Krystal Ersan, and Sarah McDowell are co-chairs for this event.  Katie asked for volunteers to help set-up the fair on Sunday, October 19.  The teacher preview is on Monday, and the actually selling of books begins on Tuesday, October 21 at 8:00 a.m.  The theme for this fair is “Book Safari” Happy Joes is donating fundraising cards for the event in conjunction with the “one for books” program.  The cards will sell for $5 and contain over $35 in coupons to use at Happy Joes.  Information regarding this great fundraiser will be coming home later in the week.  Every dollar that Rivermont raises with the Happy Joes fundraiser/one for books, we get to keep.  Scholastic will do a dollar for dollar match to a national charity like Kids In Distress or Toys For Tots.  Krystal Ersan has also generously organized a contest during book fair for the class that raises the most money for “one for books” or by selling the most fundraiser cards—the winning class will get a pizza party from Happy Joes with all of the trimmings!  Katie asked for volunteers during the book fair for 2 hour shifts.  The grades of PS, K, 1, and 2 are responsible for organizing, working, and helping with the Scholastic Book Fair.  Sarah McDowell is organizing volunteers.
· Magazine drive preliminary numbers show that we are slightly ahead of where we were last year with regards to sales, said Carrie Bowman.  Carrie suggested that next year we look into doing the magazine drive online only.  As of now, approximately 1/3 of our sales are online, and the orders can continue all year for profit.  The point of suggesting online ordering is that it takes a lot of time and work to process paper orders.  Carrie suggested that we look into the possibility of other companies who may offer the same type of fundraiser for next year.

· Michelle Stambaugh and Angela came to visit from Schnucks grocery store regarding their E-Scrip program.  The program is extremely simple—Schnucks will donate a percentage of all purchases made at their store into the Parent’s Council account quarterly.  Angela and Michelle were able to sign up participants at the meeting, and left additional cards—located in the Scrip folder on the Parent’s Council board in Becherer Hall—for anyone to sign up.  The program is not a credit card, it simply is a card that you hand the cashier when checking out at the register that allows Rivermont to get credit for your purchases.  Parents, friends, grandparents, anyone can sign up by calling the number on the card or you can also register online.  Additional cards are always available at the customer service desk at Schnucks.  Beth Heaney also reminded everyone to purchase scrip-new forms are available on the Parent’s Council board and will be posted on the Rivermont website soon.
· Anne Goodman spoke briefly about the visiting author reception in September.  She thanked all who donated items and/or time to host the reception.

· Anne spoke about the ISACS Visiting Team, which will be arriving on Sunday, October 12.  Monday, October 13 at 8:30, the team would like to meet with a group of parents for approximately 1 hour in the cafeteria.  It will involve a simple question/answer session.  

· Kathy Brindle spoke about Rivermont Wear.  She reminded everyone Ann Petre is the contact and order forms are located in Becherer Hall and the website.  Some of the pricing has changed.  Kathy suggested we place monthly or even bi-monthly orders, as we are losing any profit by incurring set-up charges—these are charged when we don’t meet a minimum order amount.  Kathy will check with Ann regarding ordering something for Grandparents’/Special Friend’s Day.
· Kathy Brindle spoke about the Sally Foster Gift Wrap fundraiser, going on in conjunction with Book Fair, October 21-24 in Becherer Hall.  There is a display of the product set up--the quality is incredible.  It is easy to place orders online.  Kathy stated that this is a really low-stress, great fundraiser.  Parent’s Council tried Sally Foster for the first time last year and made over $1000.  She will remind the kids at assembly.

· Anne Goodman reminded everyone that Parent-Teacher conferences are October 23-24.  Book Fair and Sally Foster will be available for purchases during conferences.  Bindu Alla and Seema Joshi are going to organize light snacks for the teachers during conferences and put them in the teachers’ lounge.

· The next Parent’s Council meeting is scheduled for November 12th at 5 p.m. in the cafeteria.  Child care is provided from 5-6 p.m.  

