Parent’s Council Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2009

Attendees:  Anne Goodman, Kathy Brindle, Deb Ryan, Carrie Bowman, Gillian Lederman, Amy Lucas, Jennifer Fairchild, Kishore Pagadala, Beth Heaney, Melissa Sears, Chae Hee Porubcin, Uche Mbakwe, Kathleen Maltarich, Vicki Wallace (apologies for any omissions!)

· Anne Goodman opened the meeting asking for approval of the November Meeting Minutes and welcomed everyone in attendance.

· Carrie Bowman spoke on the financial report.  We continue to bring in revenue from the Rivermont Wear and Scrip.  There are several fundraisers coming up in the spring that will generate more revenue for Parent’s Council.  The treasurer’s report was approved.
· Anne Goodman gave a brief update on the Annual Fund Drive.  Last year, the Annual Fund generated 51% parent participation, the current parent participation is at 15%.  Donation forms and brochures were available at the Parent’s Council meeting.  Anne reminded everyone in attendance that the Annual Fund is extremely important for our children’s education and experience at Rivermont.  It is not the dollar amount given to the Fund--participation that is the key.  Currently, the faculty and staff are at 100% participation.  More information will be coming home in the near future from the students.  Anne has posted an Annual Fund thermometer on the Parent’s Council board in Becherer Hall to track the participation numbers.

· Anne Goodman discussed changing the May meeting to an evening meeting, May 13th at 5:30 p.m.  The March meeting is also an evening meeting.  She asked about possibly alternating meetings for the 2009-2010 year by month.  Different parents are able to attend in the evenings that may not be able to come at 8:30 a.m. due to conflicts.  The feedback on alternating meetings was positive, and may be changed for the next school year to include more families.
· Kathy Brindle spoke about Winterfest/Mad Science Day, which is coming up January 30 from 3:30-5:30 p.m.  Veronica Huh is coordinating the event.  Volunteers are needed for set-up (around 2:30) and clean-up—Eighth grade and Upper School is responsible for this event.  The budget for this event is $750.00—Parent’s Council will offer popcorn and water.  The NHS will also help with the event.  Amy Lucas brought up the point that it has not been communicated if parents are to attend Winterfest with their children, or if it is a student-only event.  Kathy will speak with Veronica about communicating this in a flyer that is going home with the children next week.  Sue Johnson was able to get the Family Museum to do a couple of presentations for Mad Science Day, like experiments on magnetism and weather.  It should be a great family event!  
· Volunteers were requested for February 12th from 11:50-12:30 to judge projects at the Academic Fair.

· Beth Heaney spoke about Scrip.  The last orders placed before the holidays were fantastic.  We need to keep the momentum going.  Currently we have Hy-Vee Scrip in stock, so turnaround time is minimal.  Orders placed by Friday at noon should be available for delivery by the next Friday.  New Scrip order forms will be put in the Scrip pouch on the Parent’s Council board in Becherer Hall this week.

· Kathy Brindle discussed Rivermont Wear.  She would like to put the Grandparent sweatshirts on our main order form, as we have quite a few in stock.  This can be put on in place of the golf towel.  Adcraft (the vendor for our spirit wear) can change the form.  Zip-up sweatshirts were discussed as a possible item for next year to add to inventory.  We are having some issues with the current vendor and salesperson, so hopefully the billing/order discrepancies will be ironed out soon.

· Pancake Tuesday, February 24th is coordinated by Amy Lucas.  She has it covered.  The third grade class is responsible for getting volunteers for this event.

· International Food Festival is March 6 at 3:30.  Vicki Wallace, Delia Meier and Chae Hee Porubcin are chairpersons of this event.  The fourth and fifth grade parents are responsible for getting volunteers for this event.  Kishore Pagadala suggested contacting Meghana Pagadala and Archana Chintalapani to do or teach dance this year for entertainment.  Vicki passed around a sheet for volunteers to sign up for the event.
· Additional business discussed:

· The Chinese New Year celebration to be held at Rivemont this Saturday, January 24th from 3:30-8:00.  Advance tickets can be purchased from Bonnie Campbell.

· Kishore Pagadala discussed the levels of Upper School homework.  It was suggested this should be addressed with the Headmaster.
· The Auction is Saturday, May 2nd.  Melissa Sears asked for volunteers.  Help is definitely needed in soliciting businesses and in many other areas.  If anyone is interested in soliciting businesses, please let Melissa know so the committee doesn’t “double dip” the effort.

The next Parent’s Council meeting is scheduled for 
February 11, 2009 at 8:30 a.m.

