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Questions

1. What is Elisabeth’s central assertion in this essay?

2. How does she establish ethos?

3. Discuss at least one quotation as an appeal to pathos and another as an appeal to
logos.

4. Identify at least five rhetorical strategies in this student essay, including allusion,
rhetorical questions, and figurative language.

5. How do the features discussed in questions 1 through 4 contribute to the effective-
ness of the essay?

6. Elisabeth wrote most of this essay in third person, although she occasionally used
the first-person plural, we. How would the use of I throughout the essay change its
effectiveness? Would I have strengthened or weakened the essay?

7. Discuss Elisabeth’s use of sources. Would using fewer have weakened or strength-
ened her argument? Explain.

Grammar as Rhetoric and Style

Subordination in the Complex Sentence

................................................................................................................

Subordination is the use of a subordinating conjunction to make the meaning
of one clause dependent on another clause. One way that writers build longer
sentences that are logical and clear is through subordination. Although there are
different types of subordination, involving both clauses and phrases, we are fo-
cusing here on the complex sentence — that is, a sentence formed by an in-
dependent clause and a dependent clause that begins with a subordinating
conjunction.

Just because a clause is subordinate does not mean that what it says is un-
important. The ideas in both clauses contribute to the meaning of the sentence.
It is the job of subordination to tell us how those ideas are related. This ability
to connect ideas is the reason subordination is so effective; by using because,
you tell your reader that one thing causes another; by using when, you in-
dicate that two things are related chronologically. Thus, you can show the logical
relationships in a rather lengthy sentence so that the length in no way impedes
clarity.

Note the relationship between the dependent and independent clauses in the
following sentence:

When a nimble Burman tripped me up on the football field and the referee (an-
other Burman) looked the other way, the crowd yelled with hideous laughter.
— GEORGE ORWELL







