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Great Britain, all Acadians (French-speaking settlers) were expelled from present-day
Nova Scotia and scattered by the British to English-speaking colonies in America. Block’s
words suggest an idyllic time, but the context of the poem suggests violence and
heartbreak to come, which is more in keeping with the cartoon’s images.

The term primeval forest is used interchangeably with old-growth forest to refer to
wooded areas that have been untouched by humans. The cartoon’s depiction of an endless
stand of tree stumps suggests anything but an old-growth forest. Each tree stump shows
the marks of the axe used to cut down the tree, and the hill and clouds in the background
seem the backdrop of a desert rather than a forest. Block’s image of clear-cut forestry, a
practice very much in use in 1929, warns America about its dangerous habits.

Block, with a simple drawing and one poetic line, told us what we now know
well: nature is not interminable, and its resources will run out. His subject, the
clearcutting of forests, is presented to his audience, readers of the Chicago Daily News
through the “voice” of a straightforward drawing and a literary allusion. Block’s cartoon
is emotionally stirring. The terrifying desert of used-up trees warns Americans of an
infertile, inhospitable future. He establishes ethos with his reference to Longfellow’s
phrase “this is the forest primeval,” its very familiarity reminding us of the fleeting
nature of the idyllic forest. These words, paired with Block’s straightforward drawing,
rationally outline his argument: through overuse, the land will return to a primordial
state — not the idyllic state of old-growth forests, but one of lifeless devastation. By
showing what lies in' America’s future, Block suggests that we not only have the ability
to stop the devastation, but we also have an obligation to save our landscape.

Questions

L. Is Katy’s argument effective? Can you see another way to read the cartoon?

2. Would the essay have benefited from outside information about clear-cut forestry?

3. Katy’s essay argues that HerblocK’s cartoon is a warning about the consequences of
how we treat the environment. What would you add to her argument?

4. Herblock’s cartoon appeared at the dawn of the Great Depression. How would you
use this information to expand Katy’s argument?

Grammar as Rhetoric and Styl -

Cumulative, Periodic, and Inverted Sentences

................................................................................................................

Most of the time, writers of English use the following standard sentence patterns:

Subject/Verb (SV)
My father cried. — TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS







