Dear Rivermont community,

There are Aha! moments in each teacher’s
experience when they say, “Now this is why [
teach!” The Academic Fair, and in particular the
Junior Class Community Service Projects, was such
a moment for me. Beginning with my first visit as
Headmaster-Elect in 2005 I have been impressed by
the Academic Fair. Witnessing all the projects
developed by students from Grades Two to Eleven
in one physical space is inspiring and invigorating!

Wednesday, the Junior Class presented their
Community Service Projects to the school and to a
panel of community judges. Due to one of lowa’s
infamous snow days on February 6™ the event was
rescheduled to this past Wednesday. Although an
unfortunate delay, it provided an unexpected
opportunity for the presentation to stand apart.
Listening to each of our juniors talk about their
experiences in organizations including animal
shelters, youth programs, nursing care facilities,
museums, and health facilities made me proud to be
their headmaster and somewhat envious of their
experience. I found myself wishing I had attended a
school where I could explore a personal interest or
even discover one through a required, school-
sponsored, community-oriented activity. It was
clear from the content and especially the tone of the
students’ presentations that they have learned as
much about themselves as they had learned about
their service opportunity and organization. While
exploring familiar talents and interests, the students
discovered new and often unexpected ones with
many students continuing their involvement past the
required time of the assignment. In this time of
numbers-obsessed educational assessment, it is
essential to remember that learning cannot be
measured by numbers alone but must take into
account the numerous faces of learning. Most key
learning moments never appear on a standardized
test and we do well to remember that learning is
both science (numbers) and art (Aha! moments).
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Wednesday afternoon was one of many times when
I am proud and thankful that at Rivermont
Collegiate our students experience both the art and
the science of learning. Rivermont’s teachers are
always seeking opportunities for students to expand
their knowledge both of self and the subject matter.
There are always daily examples of our motto —
Intellect. Character. Creativity. —however, this
year’s Junior Projects were a particularly bright
example and I am confident that the lessons our
juniors learned will influence them for many years
to come.

Rick St. Laurent,
Headmaster

KUDOS Lion Pride!

State Science and Technology Fair of Ilowa
Eight students will represent Rivermont Collegiate
at the Sate Science Fair in Ames on March 28" and
29th. Congratulations to: Pavane Gorrepati,
Abhishek Gowda, Christopher Huh, Prajwal
Kedilaya, Summer Lawrence, Matt Newsome,
Tristan O’Harrow, and Meghana Pagadala.

Last year, over 450 students participated in the Fair
from 52 schools across lowa . The fair awarded
over $60,000 in scholarships and prizes. For the
past three consecutive years Rivermont students
have won top honors and first place prizes at this
tair. Join us in wishing these students good luck
at this year’s state competition!

Invent Iowa Regional Convention
Congratulations to Second Graders Lana Meier and
Aviana Zahara on being selected to represent
Rivermont at this year’s convention on Saturday,
February 23. Good luck!







